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142 MINUTES. [April 15, 

Stated Meeting, April 15, 1898. 

Vice-President Sellers in the Chair. 

Present, 12 members. 

Donations to the Library were announced and thanks were 
ordered for the same. 

Letters were received from Mr. Eobert Patterson, presenting 
a volume of photographs of the Peale collection of Indian 
relics in the possession of the Society. It was moved that 
the best thanks of the Society be given to Mr. Patterson for 
his gift of the photographs of the Peale collection. Carried. 
From Mr. Eosengarten, donating portraits of the Hon. 
Frederick Fraley and Prof. J. P. Lesley, on behalf of C. C. 
Harrison, John B. Gest, J. E. Gillingham, Charles Harts- 
home, A. T. Freedley, M. H. Messchert, C. H. Clark, John 
S. Jenks, J. V. Merrick, James P. Townsend, Frank Thom- 
son, Charles "Wharton, Alfred C. Harrison, George C. Thomas, 
Alexander Biddle, Henry K Paul, "W. D. "Winsor, W. P. 
Tatham, Samuel Dickson, Herbert M. Howe, W. W. Frazier, 
Fanny Eosengarten, Lincoln Godfrey, N. Parker Shortridge, 
W. V. McKean, John Wanamaker, James C. Brooks, Maria 
Blanchard, C. S. Wurts, C. A. Griscom, Helen C. Jenks, 
Coleman Sellers, Eobert Patterson, George F. Edmunds, 
James W. Paul, Jr., and J. G. Eosengarten. 

On motion it was Resolved, That the best thanks of the 
Society be presented through Mr. Eosengarten to the donors 
of the portraits of the Hon. Frederick Fraley and Prof. J. 
Peter Lesley, and that Friday evening, May 20, be assigned 
for their formal presentation and acceptance. 

Mr. Edmunds, by unanimous consent, presented the report 
of the Committee appointed on December 3, 1897, to revise 
the Laws of the Society, and offered the following motion : 
" Ordered, That at the next stated meeting of the Society, 
the subject of the revision and amendment of the Laws, 
Eegulations and Ordinances of the Society shall have priority 
of all other business except the reading and approval of the 
minutes, and if not completed shall have the same priority 
until disposed of." Carried. 



189S.] HAYS — THE SIEGE OF EOKT WILLIAM HENRY. 14S 

Dr. Hays read a paper entitled "A Journal Kept During 
the Siege of Fort William Henry, August, 1757." 

A paper by Mr. E. H. Mathews was read on " The 

Divisions of Australian Tribes." 



A JOURNAL KEPT DURING THE SIEGE OF FORT 
WILLIAM HENRY, AUGUST, 1757. 

BY I. MINIS HATS, M. D. 

{Bead April 15, 1898.) 

One hundred and fifty years ago the French claimed all of North 
America from the Atlantic coast range to the Rocky mountains and 
from Mexico and the Gulf to the northernmost limit, and they had 
planted flourishing colonies at the mouth of the St. Lawrence and 
of the Mississippi to control these great waterways, with their 
tributaries, to the North and West. These vast possessions, which 
they called New France, had a white population of about 80,000 
souls. 

The thirteen British colonies were scattered along the Atlantic 
seaboard from Maine to Georgia, with a white population of about 
1,160,000, who were continually extending further and further 
inland and encroaching upon the undefined area beyond the moun- 
tains claimed by both French and English. To maintain their 
territorial claims by force of arms, with the aid of their numerous 
Indian allies, and to keep in check the British colonists with their 
vastly larger population, and to drive back those who were already 
intruding into the broad valley of the Ohio, the French estab- 
lished a chain of forts and trading posts from Canada to Louisiana. 
They recognized that the fork of the Ohio and Niagara were the 
gateways to the great West and they therefore strongly entrenched 
themselves at these points. Lake Champlain and Lake George on the 
direct line between Montreal and New York', controlling the gate- 
way to the Hudson, were also important strategic points for the 
mastery of which both French and English stubbornly contended. 
In September, 1755, Gen. Johnson defeated the French under 
Dieskau at the battle of Lake George, and in the following spring 



